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scandals and controversies

were experienced by the
British royal family that year.

All of us can identify in
our own way with the queen
when looking back on the
2020 impeachment, election
furor, prolonged urban riots
and especially the health and
economic effects from this
year 0 s -1Cpandéntc,
(and wedre no
t his

We in SPA are doing our
best to intelligently salvage
this yearods c
observing common sense
0soci al di st a
guidelines at our events.

Keep it up and stay safe!
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Performance Model Aviation
Bruce & Jane

Underwood — : :
“We fly what we sell ”

TOP NOTCH TROPHIES

TYITIIELIIE] 2044 0'BrigAvenue  |CLlassic Pattern Kits— Kaos, Deception, Tipo
Awards and Engpaving Guntersville, Alabama More coming soon!
work: 256.582.0606 Home: 256.582.3742
Email: tOpﬂOtChtrOphieS@be”SOUth.net WWW, performa ncemodelaviation.com

FROMTHE PRESIDENT & Jeff Owens

We are certainly not where we thought we would be regarding our competition seasof this
year! The best that one can say is that we have had two contests thusdae in the East angd

one in the West. Those who flew in those contests reported that good times were had.
The biggest news that has occurred since my last column is the vote on the retract prgposal.

With 122 SPA members (71 Members and 51 Life Members), the votd@a&ES and 24 NO,
so, that means thahe prohibition against using retracts in all classes above Novicehas now
=== been removedOf course, what thatmeans in practice is that one has the option to use
retracts d or not. In my case, | have six SPA airplanes (Cutlass, Dirty Birdy, Curare, Kaos, Daddy Rabbit, an
Kwik Fli 1l1) , none of which are set up for retracts. | do not plan on retrofitting any of these with retragts. |
am also building a Dirty Birdy which has bee fi
the wing. And | have a Miss Norway for which the fuselage and tail feathers aré boildecision yet o
whether or not to install retracts. Some folks who have retracts installed in their SPA airplanes have
reported little performance difference whether they are up or down. And Wayne Galligan has expfessed
the opinion that using light, thin wheels reduces the drag to the point that there is no performance genalty
for using fixed gear that he can detect (much like the Diamond and Cirrus fixed gear full scale aircrag.) But
certainly understand those who enjoy the o0cojol
that when flying my 32 year old Bridi Escape! It all comes down to personal preference and-affréuse
complication and weight of the retract installation and maintenance, versus the cool factor.
Even with this vote | am sure that the discussions will conti@yest like the high wing versus low wipg

(Cessna versus Piper) discussions for full scale aircraft. There never has been a universally accepted

resolution to that one!
Well, | finally have gotten out to the flying field! The grass is filling in nicely on the new field gnd the

sand has pretty much been worked in. It is much more open than our last field and so far the flyjng site
looks very promising. So does my new Daddy Rabbit! | now have 21 flights on it and | can say that it flie
very well. Some of the maneuvers have the same defects that were observed with my other |planes
Hmmmé. . must be the pilot, not the plane! It

And the rolls are sweed hardly any elevator correction needed. Now, | just need more practice!
Another item on the agenda concerns the pattern sequences for next year. The Pattern Co

this time around will be Pat Ensign, Jim Johns, Jimmy Russell, and me. The deliberations are made § bit mc
complicated this year by the looming 400 foot FAA limitation on RC aircraft altitude. For clubs in the-pallas
Fort Worth area this is a worry since several are located under the DFW Class B airspace. Accordindly,
flying maneuvers that have a large vertical component may pose a problem. The Committee is activdly
examining options that will lower our maneuver profile.

Also, please remember that this is an election year for the Offices of PresidentPxésealent,
Secretary/Treasurer, and the two elected representatives to the Board of Directors.




SPA Retracts Vote Summarized

By Duane Wilspn

Summary of Action Taken: Our SPA membership has just

| voted to remove the longstanding rule disallowinggtractable landing

gear (tuned pipes are still taboo, at least for the moment), in SPA planes
that has been in effect from the very beginning. The results show 64 out

of 122 eligible members voted. The vote wd3-YES and 24 NO.

| As a refresher, SPA founder Mick:
‘| take the complexity and expense of negsential technology out of the
competitlion equation, (l'i ke AMAGS

b | classes. This made things simple, and leveled the playing field removing the

pressure to invest a lot of money in order to be competitive. _
As an active member of SPA for fifteen years now, and being on the

Board of Directors for over ten as newsletter editor, | have often
defended Mickeyds original concept and the thiModeli ng

Aviatonpr omot ed SPA and the concept of oO0si mpl e aSodvhyi ne X

vote now on changing the rules? 1) Techwi se, modern retracts arendt as
were, thus the need to ban them was increasingly bei
for a long time, over the past few yeathetruth is attendance at our events has dropped to the point where
S P A0 s-termdutuge could be in question! Pi | ot s have so many options avali
Wedre hoping for a |l arger parfiwed!| It hee@d plaawemwmc Ipi &fé6
Since retr apcrtoso far eannddt hfaovoel t hei r own negatives, i to
(like Jeff), not. There are weight concerns and they are less forgiving than traditional wire gear to rough landings. Ove
ti me weol | need to review the effects of the rule ch

Unfortunately after every major rule change in the past, we have lost members in protest. | sincerely hope this rule
change will not provoke a similar reaction, and that everyone will first consider how much fun SPA is for all of us. Give
the rule change a chance to work. As Jeff says in his editorial, performance with wheels up or down is very similar. Tt
di fference is mostly a o6cool factord6é thing, not a pe

Il 6ve been at cont es-+esactedplanesfly baekttorback. Pezfarmaace differerces are minimal.
There is one other factor in favor of the change. We must honestly admit the undeniable fact that all of the later

model planes we routinely fiyere originally designed for retracts, not the other way around.
The vote: These percentages are of the total number of votes cast.

1 52.5% of all eligible members voted (64 of 122)
0 47% of Life members voted

0 56.3% of annual members voted
Only slightly more than half of our members voted in g

in the newsletter, and Jim made the voting process very
(thanks Ji m). There were
last newsletter and an adequate time window for voting
email reminders of when the vote would end. Itis more
understandable thaife membershad a lower voting
percentage because some have | eft SPA. AnhualVembbrawha e r

: ; — pay their dues each seasalust 56.3% of these members voted as welf.you
were an eligible vaoilinag memheyr and d
participate in the vote, it is assumed f{
you were neutral,
d matter that much one way or the other.

Modern shock-absorbing retracts (above
and right) will replace what remained of
the very early DeBolt electric retracts
(left), originally found on this beautiful

1963 state-of-the-a r t Tom Br g1




Greater Southwest Aeromodelers

Spring 2020 Contest

15 pilots gathered at the
Greater Southwest Aeromodelers

first contest of the year for th
SPA West divisl|i on.
the word 1 06d ulse

showed their spirit. The GS
field was attacked by feral h

and barely repaired in time.
Rainstorms left puddles dn

i of bright sunshine took care @¢f
The 2020 GSW Pilotd.-R ((Kneeling): Daniel Boamah, Jason Nowicki, Keith Maddo} e, TEXASOS | IEg

Sam F Corlett, Billy Lawl-R (Standing): Ken Knotts, unknown, Mrs. Boamah, unknowanSpc.)S.?e tof %OVId 19 made tle
Chris Berardi, Frank Cox, Sam Corlett, Dave Dingman, Wayne Galligan, Todd Bloself,)OSSI ility of the contest

Eddie Bernaldez, Danny Jackson, Nathan Haycock, Paul Mayhan, Charissa MayhaHncertain and forced pilots ¢
consider the risks of attendinp.

The day of the contest was hot and windy with gusty rollers wreaking havoc on our landings. The contest itsqlf was ¢
day of attrition, with multiple models not able to finish. Sam Corlett lost his plane to a radio failur€BCBaul Ma

han dropped out after round one with a wing mount failure, Ken Knotts lost his Curare in practice the day befgre but
was able to compete with a backup plane, and CD Wayne Galligan had a wing tube failure but was able to finjsh with
backup plane. Then the scorekeeper was unable to attend due to a health issueCéb aul Mayhan took on scoy-

ing duties with some muehppreciated help from Jason Nowicki who normally flies novice but chose not to coppete
on this day. Pilots fought the wind and sun to get in 4 rounds by 2:30 in the afternoon. Those finishing with jwinning
scores earned them!

vant age of the oOany planed6 rule |for
capably. Whil e he wasndt eligiblle f

& shows promise as a future competitor in the higher classes. Keith Mafidox,

¥4 the only other novice competitor, has shown significant improvement ifi his

| flying since last year and took home first place.

Sportsman was the biggest division in SPA West 4 years ago, but mogt have

@ " moved up. So it came down to SPA Vice President Frank Cox and Npthan
L8| Haycock. Frank chose not to fly in the windy conditions, so Nathan togk it

with some still quality flying.

Advanced class consisted of 3 longtime aerobatic pilots. With Paul Mayha
dropping out after round 1, it was a tight contest for first and second with Cf
Berardi edging out Eddie Bernaldez for the award.

Expert class saw the most intense competition with 5 very capable compe
17 year old Sam F Corlett competed against his father Sam Corlett for the first
choosing to move up to Expert class only a week before the contest. Kud
young Sam for taking on the challenge and congratulations on your third place
Todd Blose took home the gold in Expert with some phenomenal flying.

Watching pilots who have been flying RC for-80 years shows a comfort and perspective that is unattainabl¢
other way. | think we all hope to be flying as well at that age as both of these guys do.

The day ended with raffle prizes and congratul at
Hobby Shop, RTL Fasteners, and F3A Unlimited for prizes. | look forward to our next event.
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