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Jeff OwensFROM THE PRESIDENT

In my last column I summarized
the past year's contest season. Now it
is time to look ahead to 2018. The
first item is a change in the Board of
Directors. Bernie Olsen resigned his
position as the West representative. I
would like to extend a vote of thanks to Bernie for his
service. Pat Ensign has graciously agreed to take on the
position. You can read about Pat on the web site where
his bio is included with those of the officers and other
members of the Board of Directors. Welcome aboard
Pat!
Several rather interesting ideas are beginning to take
shape for next year. You can also read about some of
these in Duane Wilson's articles in this issue of the
newsletter. Basically, we are going to try some
new things all aimed at increasing the visibility of
SPA. These are – participation at the Toledo show in
addition to our usual presence at the Perry Swap Meet,
an East-West Shootout contest in Toone, TN, and a
possible future contest at the AMA site in Muncie, IN.
Each year we have a set of tables at the Perry Swap
Meet. In addition, this year an opportunity arose to
have a table at the Toledo Exposition on April 6-8.
Thanks go to Scott Anderson for arranging this. It
would be most excellent if we could have a good
showing of SPA members – especially those that live in
the northern parts of our coverage. If the weather
winds are fair I will be loading signage, pamphlets, old
newsletters, and a model into my Cessna 182 and
heading to Toledo. Les Smith, Duane Wilson, and Scott
Anderson have all expressed interest in helping to the
extent that their respective schedules allow. I am
hoping that these two events combined will help spark
more interest in SPA. I have never been to Toledo, so
this should be a new and interesting experience.
Dan Dougherty is busy putting together the 2018
contest schedule. Keep your eyes on the web site for
all the latest information as the season takes shape.
I will close by thanking all the SPA membership for
the activities that all of you participate in throughout
the year. May the holiday season be a good one for all
of you and your families.
Until next time –

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!!

Duane Wilson-editor Thoughts on:

A Very Special
Combined SPA Event
We have some new “first-evers” for
SPA for 2018. After 25 years, to have
even one “first-ever” is a neat thing.
SPA has two separate, coequal regions, each of them
under one set of rules and bylaws with separate events and
point standings. Over the years, some members from both
regions have chosen to “come on over” and visit the other
from time to time—usually for the OPEN or MASTERS. The
visiting pilot gets no credit for any points earned. The effort
to make the long trip is always greatly appreciated, and the
visitors are treated as VIPs. That’s all great, but now the SPA
leadership is starting to think in terms of staging occasional
combined events, where a larger number, (potentially all), of
the regular East and West guys will come together to
compete—wouldn’t that be cool?
The idea was originally brought up at last year’s annual
Board of Directors meeting in the form of a possible Muncie
contest. We researched the idea, then polled the membership on the Discussion List. In the process, the idea for an
East-West “shootout” was brought up, and there was much
more interest in this approach from BOTH regions. Now
thanks to great behind the scenes work from Scott Anderson, we have our “first-ever” combined scheduled event for
2018. See page four of this issue for contest details.
Tentatively, official points will be awarded to either the
East or West point standings depending on the pilot’s home
region. An objection was raised that this might be unfair for
those who are still working without the “time or resources”
of others. I believe it’s largely a matter of choice. In my
case, I’m retired now, but during my first 11 years in SPA I
was working full time, and had to take time off work, drive
hours and stay in motels to attend far-off SPA contests—or
simply miss out. I had to decide if it was worth it to me—it
was in my case. As I said in the JAN-FEB 2017 newsletter,
it’s often a question of our personal motivation and individual
priorities. This East-West contest is a special, one-time
event. Would you like to be a part of it?
There are ways to cut costs by sharing the driving duties
and motel room with a flying buddy which (usually) has the
beneficial side effect of making both your trip and motel stay
more fun and enjoyable. Consider buddying-up with a friend.
For this special event, you will compete with folks in your
class from BOTH regions. We should have more and
different people in each class to compete against, and we’ll
get to meet pilots from the “other side” —a good thing.
When we’re young we think we’ll live forever, then
somewhere around 45-50 we realize that’s not true. About
that age I made the decision to no longer postpone special
opportunities for sometime in the future-- who knows if
there will be another chance later. The success of this event
will probably determine the likelihood of future combined
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events. Please mark your calendars for May 5-6!!

Klass Kote Paint Dealer

Products for R/C Modelers

RC Missouri
Mercury Adhesives-Nova Rossi
AAA Balsa--Contest Balsa--Lite ply and a/c plywood Check out
website for complete list of SPA-legal aircraft

http://www.rcmissouri.com/

SPA Annual
Board of Directors

Meeting
February 3, 2018

HERE YE HEAR YE... Our annual Board of Directors, (BoD), meeting is set for 9:00 AM on Saturday,
Feb. 3, 2018 at Johnny Mitchell's Smokehouse in Cartersville GA. All SPA members are welcome to
attend. Thanks Keith for finding this nice venue!! Bring your questions, building stories, and show-andtell from your building endeavors.
If you have issues you’d like the BoD to discuss, it would be best to contact Jeff at least a week or so
prior to the meeting with your thoughts. Jeff may preview the topics in advance with you, then put
them on the official meeting agenda.
Those of us from outside the area usually arrive the evening before, stay at the same motel, and get
together for dinner that night. The hotel is yet to be determined, so look for it on the Discussion List.
Johnny Mitchell’s address is 650 Henderson Dr. #403 Cartersville Ga 30120. This is an event venue, not
a walk-in restaurant. They have a full breakfast buffet - price is $10.00. The BoD meeting will be the
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first official SPA event for 2018.

SPA

Come to the Shootout !

EAST-WEST

SHOOTOUT
MAY 5-6, 2018

Clover Creek Aerodrome
45 minutes east of Memphis, Tn.

In response to popular demand, we HAVE SCHEDULED the first ever SPA East/West “shootout”—coming
this May 5-6 at the Clover Creek Aerodrome east of Memphis. Tn., a spot half way between SPA East and West.
As I mentioned earlier on page two, as an East guy, I have been very happy to welcome a number of West pilots,
(some more than once), and their efforts are very much appreciated. In like manner, a good percentage of the Board
of Directors and others from the East have made the trip west to visit the beautiful Thunderbird flying site, and I think
Jamie Strong has been there a couple of times. For me it was great to personally meet so many of you during my 2015
visit, (and thanks Bernie for allowing me to stay with you). I also thank the west pilots and their wives for helping me
order “Tex-Mex” at the dinner; I had never tried it, and I wouldn’t have made it through dinner without your help.
Anyway, we had so much fun getting together that we started wondering if we could expand the fellowship, and try
to have “everyone meeting everybody” on both sides. At the last Board of Directors meeting, we started talking about
a combined contest. We first discussed a possible AMA HQ meeting at Muncie, Indiana, (if you haven’t visited there I’d
highly recommend it for both the AMA museum, and the Wright-Patterson AFB museum that is within easy driving
range and is a “must visit” kind of place). When we put out a poll on the Discussion List talking about a Muncie
Contest, it quickly morphed into talk of an East-West combined event. There was much more interest in the
neutral ground East-West event, so we focused our attention on trying to make that contest happen in 2018.
The unofficial dividing line for each region’s catchment area when the two-region system went into
effect was considered to be the Mississippi River. The next question became, “okay, who knows someone who has a venue around a city near the river?” Scott Anderson, is AMA’s National Leader Member
Coordinator and District V Associate Vice President. With his AMA contacts Scott was the natural
person to go to, and he didn’t let us down. He volunteered to investigate the possibility for us and
went to work in the background. He soon reported back to the BOD that he had found the perfect
place about 45 minutes from the Mississippi River near Memphis, Tn. The Clover Creek Aerodrome
had one opening in its calendar, May 5-6, 2018, and now that date is ours.
Scott Anderson
The Clover Creek facility is an outgrowth of the Tournament of Champions competition, the brainchild of MAN former editor, president, and publisher Walt Schroder. He invited the worlds best pilots to compete in
the TOC from 1974 until 2002. The following is from the Clover Creek website history section:
Growing up the son of Walt Schroder, one cannot be surprised that John Schroder would inherit the passion and vision
for RC that he exhibits today. The apples don’t fall far from that tree. John not only continues his father’s zeal for RC
aviation, but carries on the tradition of giving back to the RC community in much the same tradition established by his
father and Bill Bennett. John has tirelessly devoted his time and personal resources to the advancement of our hobby. He
concentrates on the youth of the hobby and offers support to anyone whenever he can. John has been instrumental in
helping the International Miniature Aircraft Club (IMAC) achieve the status it holds today. When John retired in 2007, his
desire for the ToC to live on became a driving focus of his life. He and his wife Tina began to search for a location that
could support such an endeavor.
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(John), went straight to work on his new-to-him 200-plus acre sod farm. Much as Bill Bennett did for the TOC, John laid
out a facility where the sun and prevailing winds are not limiting factors for the pilot. He built an air-conditioned hanger
on the flight line for aircraft maintenance and storage and groomed a runway that would make the Augusta National
grounds keepers envious. A few months after putting down roots, it was ready. John christened his slice of paradise by
continuing a custom he established in Florida: IMAC Summer School and NATS warm-up. Each summer John and Tina
open their doors for students on summer break to come and engage in some intense IMAC practice and coaching. In
return the students learn some real-life skills by working the farm to help with upkeep.

If you’ve ever been to the Triple Tree Aerodrome near Woodruff, SC, the site of the annual Joe Nall event, this
venue is just as pristine, and like Triple Tree, it is manicured GRASS. Sounds great. Thanks Scott for your work to get
this event scheduled. He has told us that hotels are about one half hour away . He has talked to the owners and

they are excited about the possibility of hosting us for the event. It turns out that John Schroder flew
pattern and even designed a plane in the late 60's. He will be competing with us.

Additional points with more details to come:


Jackson TN is 1/2 hour away with lodging and plenty of places for eating.



Camping is allowed, they also have showers, and a party building with pool table etc.



John's wife and friends will put on a great lunch for us on Saturday and donations are accepted.

http://www.clovercreekaerodrome.net/
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SPA Member Profile
Name/SPA Number: Jim Johns L23
City/State: Dutton, AL
Occupation/Former Occupation: Retired Computer Systems Analyst
Years in Model Aviation: 47
When did you join SPA: 2013
How did you find out about the SPA and why did you decide to join?: I was nosing around the net
back in the early 2000s and found the SPA website. I was interested because I'd flown AMA pattern from
1980-2000. I lived in Kansas at the time and wasn't close to any contests. I quit flying RC altogether after the
2000 season - I was burned out from constant competition. We retired to Alabama in 2011 to be close to
better bass fishing. I got interested in RC again after my back surgery in 2012 ended my fishing aspirations. In
May, 2013, I posted a call on the SPA Discussion List seeking an SPA legal airplane to purchase. Less than an
hour later, Bruce Underwood posted that he had one I could have if I picked it up. Bruce only lives 45 miles
south of me, so I had the airplane in my hands later that day. That was on Wednesday. Thursday I installed
the radio and Friday we drove to Knoxville, TN. Friday I flew the plane for the first time, and competed in
the KCRC SPA contest that weekend. I was hooked all over again.
Are you or have you been a full-scale pilot? If so, when, where and what do you fly?: Yes. I'm rated
in single and multi-engine airplanes and hold commercial and instrument ratings. I previously held certified
Flight Instructor ratings in single and multi-engine airplanes and instruments. I taught flying in the late 70s. My
favorite airplane is the Cessna 182. It's just about the perfect fixed gear airplane IMHO.
Favorite pattern planes and why you like them: My favorite pattern plane of all time was an LA-1
powered by an OS 61RF-P that I competed with in the mid to late 80s. It was a great flying airplane. I'd be
competing with one today if it was SPA legal. My favorite spa design is without doubt the Daddy Rabbit. I
own 4 of them and love their honest flight characteristics
.

Do you or have you competed in other organizations-have you gone to the NATs: I competed in
Advanced Pattern at the 1987 AMA Nats in Lincoln, NE, finishing 14th. I attended, worked and judged at
several Muncie Nats in the late 1990s.
Something others may not know about you (other or past hobbies and interests): I was a judge at
the 1997 USA F3A Team Selection Contest in Muncie, IN known as The Masters. It was quite an experience
- trying to find defects in pilots of the caliber of Chip Hyde and Jason Shulman is hard work.

I know many of you have had interesting lives outside SPA—tell your flying
buddies about it—it’s easy to do. Just fill out the form by answering the questions
already there, and maybe, (or not), add any other fascinating information you’d
like to. When finished, just insert a nice photo of yourself, and save it to your PC.
Then click below to send an email to Duane Wilson. Be certain to attach this
document to your email.

avlwilsons@charter.net
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2018 SPA Membership Information
Well, it’s that time of year again as we start building our “war machines” for next season. Along with the holidays
and building our bright, shiny models for next season comes SPA’s annual dues renewal season. “Oh M’ Gosh”, not
that again” you may silently blurt out as you read this. Well, that’s understandable because it involves a (small) outlay
of the green stuff, but we could say the same thing for everything else we enjoy and benefit from in our lives. SPA
membership is a bargain, but it’s still probably not your favorite seasonal thing to do, so we try to make it easy as
Possible for our members. Pay by check, ($20) or PayPal, ($21.)
Keith Watson is “the man” to contact to pay your dues— no reason to wait, let’s get it out of the way. His
address is on the back page of this newsletter, but there is an easier way than paying by check. The PayPal option is on
line to make payment as easy and convenient as possible.
Speaking of dues, if you plan to be a long-time SPA member, (either non-flying or competitive), a better idea might
be to get the annual dues chore out of the way permanently by joining many of us who have already put an “L”
before our SPA number. This makes you a member of the SPA “lifer club”, and makes future dues payments a thing of
the past. There are currently 115 paid members of which 39 (34%) are Life Members. I can tell you it’s nice not having
to think about paying dues each year. The cost of becoming a “lifer” varies according to age, and is based on a sliding
scale:

-

-

-59 years old $175,

Regardless of which choice works best for you, you already know you’re going to be flying next season, so why not
click on the link below NOW, and get the dues issue officially behind you.

http://www.seniorpattern.com/

2018 Contest Calendar “Under Construction”
The latest on the 2018 contest calendar is that very little is settled—it is as we say in “flux”. We know for sure
that there will be an East/West combined contest scheduled for May 5-6 just east of Memphis, Tennessee. It is
unofficially dubbed as the East/West “Shootout” and described on pages 4-5 in detail. Other East contests are being
worked on.
In the West we have six proposed contests for 2018, but as Frank Cox says, again “nothing is in stone.” Stay
tuned and watch your Discussion List, SPA website, and the next issue of the newsletter for the final line-up.

Toledo, Ohio: Maybe John Denver Got It Wrong
If you are of a certain age you will vividly remember one of the most famous pop singers of
the 70s, John Denver. “Millennials” may ask “John who” because he is rarely heard now, but back
then he was everywhere-even in movies. His lyrics would always glorify the beauty of Colorado
and the Rocky Mountain lifestyle. At the same time, he was certainly capable of poking fun at other
places of the country, admittedly in an era when people in general were less PC and had more of a
sense of humor. One such place that he teased a bit was Toledo, Ohio. Most people back then
took his song about Toledo as “good fun”. Here is a portion of his “Saturday Night in Toledo
Ohio” lyric:
“Saturday night in Toledo, Ohio is like being nowhere at all.
All through the day how the hours rush by, you sit in the park and you watch the grass die....
(later on) You ask how I know of Toledo, Ohio? Well I spent a week there one day.” ….etc
He wasn’t finished. It goes on from there. Here is a link to the song:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npC9c1hXVkQ
So what does that have to do with RC you may ask? For one thing, it tells a lot about John Denver. Maybe he liked to
hike in the Rockies, but it’s obvious that he wasn’t a modeler talking about the early part of April each year. Toledo
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becomes a Mecca for modelers by hosting one of the biggest shows and expositions in the country, and …….continued

...this year (2018), SPA will have its own booth as an AMA Special Interest Group, (SIG). The Vintage R/C Society,
(VRCS) has always has a booth. Toledo is a routine part of an event schedule that generally requires a lot of travel to
attend their events, which they seem to take in stride. They are rewarded for their effort by being part of a great R/C
expo, seeing the latest in R/C, plus the fellowship and rubbing elbows with all of R/C’s bigwig “movers and shakers.”
When I last visited the Toledo show almost five years ago, and saw the VC/RS booth, I felt bad that we in SPA
didn’t have a presence there. I saw the potential to reach so many more modelers and thought to myself “why
couldn’t we have a booth here as well?” Think of the exposure we’ve been missing.”
I knew that Scott Anderson as AMA’s National Leader Member Coordinator and District V Associate Vice
President routinely attended Toledo. I asked him what SPA could do—could we get a booth, and how does it work?
He started making inquiries and discovered an interesting fact—that because of our AMA “sig” status, a booth that
normally would cost $500 is free for the taking. On man!! We ran the information past the Board of Directors who
said sure—let’s give it a try! We now have a skeleton crew, and need a few more volunteers to help us “man” the
booth in order to properly promote our style of vintage pattern. Unfortunately, I can’t stay the whole time due to my
son’s wedding that same weekend. Please seriously consider making the effort if you possibly can—you will have a
splendid, memorable time-probably more memorable than what you originally had planned.
At this point I’d like to give a special “shout out” to Scott. He helped with the research into the possibility of
staging a Muncie contest, he single-handedly did all the background work that allowed our first East-West combined
Contest in addition to the “leg work” for our Toledo booth! Great work Scott, and thanks for all your efforts on
behalf of SPA. You are one of those fully invested souls that make SPA work. The following are some of Scott’s
thoughts and comments on the upcoming Toledo show:


Here is the hotel information for where we stayed at last year:

Red Roof Inn 3530 — Executive Parkway, Toledo, OH 43606 — 419-536-0118


It is about a 15 minute drive but it does not cost and arm and leg. If you stay at the convention center hotel, break
out the $$$.



The booth will be 10 X 10 ( feet), and while we have been assigned a space I was told location could change.



Thursday set up is from 8am to 8pm



Show Friday thru Saturday 9am to 5pm, Sunday 9 am to 3pm - tear down after show closes to public



Vendors/ Vendor pass can access show at 7am F-Sunday. This is a great time to get to look at all the planes and take
photos and talk to people.



I will be talking to Mark Radcliff and see if we can get him at the booth for awhile as well as Dave Brown.



This show will be a great media & web shot in the arm for SPA as all the magazines will be there as well as live pod
cast and videos being sent from the show.



We need to have a few (2 maybe 3 planes), if possible. Maybe some past newsletters printed and the tri fold
(brochures), Duane designed.“

So how about it? Much like that planned (someday) pilgrimage to Muncie, all modelers owe it to themselves to go to
at least one of these Toledo shows at some point—this year would be a good time to make it happen. Check out the
Toledo show with your SPA buddies, and help us promote this great pattern outlet we enjoy so much. Bottom line—
it will be fun, entertaining, and memorable. Be part of this opportunity. Our success or lack of it at this year’s show
may well determine whether or not SPA will ever again be represented in the future. Seize the moment, and be part
of it!

New lyrics “Saturday night in Toledo, Ohio...(April 6th—7th) is likely the [in-place] to be...”
Questions can be addressed to Scott at Patternpilot1@hotmail.com, Jeff Owens, or myself. …Duane—editor
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SENIOR PATTERN ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
SENIOR PATTERN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

COME
VISIT
OUR
WEBSITE

Name______________________________________________________________
Street Address______________________________________________________
City______________________

State___________________ Zip____________

@

www.
seniorpattern.
com

Date of Birth:______—_______—________ AMA Number ________________
Telephone (_____)_________________ E-Mail ____________________________
Mail this form along with check/money order made out to The Senior Pattern Association
for $20.00 to: Keith Watson 1411 Farmington Court Marietta, Ga. 30008

www.seniorpattern.com

Keith Watson
1411 Farmington Court
Marietta GA 30008
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